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April 30, 2025

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of Heaven belongs to such as these.” — Matthew 19:14

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I write to you today with much joy to share my full support of the recently
established Fire Foundation of Wichita. The mission of this foundation is to champion the
inclusion of our children with special needs in our very own diocesan Catholic schools by
providing educational resources, fundraising, and promoting a culture of belonging.

Fire Foundation was established 28 years ago in the Kansas City-St. Joseph,
Missouri Diocese and has grown nationally to twelve affiliates spanning coast to coast.
Being part of this national affiliate network for Catholic school inclusion reaps many
rewards, particularly for our educators. Through FIRE, our diocesan teachers will have
access to professional development from Catholic universities such as Notre Dame and St.
Louis University and opportunities for sharing best practices in Catholic inclusion while
nurturing a culture of belonging with schools across the country.

Our Catholic schools exist to form each student into a disciple of Jesus Christ
seeking the Truth, growing to love it and learning to live it. We cannot complete this
mission without embracing this call to inclusion of our brothers and sisters with special
needs. At the very core of our faith, we believe every person is created in the image and
likeness of God. Children with special needs bring unique gifts, perspectives, and graces
into our communities. Their presence calls us to deeper love, greater patience, and a fuller
understanding of God's kingdom.

May our schools become places where every child discovers their God-given
potential and is formed in the love of Christ and surrounded by educators, principals,
pastors and parents who share this vision. Please join me in continuing to pray for this
mission of inclusive education through the Fire Foundation of Wichita.

With prayers for all our children and families, I remain

Yours in Christ,
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Most Reverend Carl A. Kemme, D.D.
Bishop of Wichita

Fully Alive as Missionary Disciples



